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Language and Identity
[bookmark: _GoBack]Despite numerous campaigns against racial profiling, modern society cannot help but classify individuals based on the colour of their skin or even the language that they speak. This has forced many individuals to abandon their ancestral languages and ways of life and end up adopting more acceptable or 'superior' languages (Wall, 2019). This is well evidenced in George Tillman film Jr’s The Hate U Give (based on the book by Angie Thomas). While the majority of films focusing on racism focus on adult life, the film is based on the teenager, Starr Carter's life. Being a young African-American teenager attending a white-dominated private school, Starr has to find a balance between how she talks while with her white friends and how she does the same while with her friends of colour back at home (Yohan, 2019). 
Generally, an individual’s mother-tongue acts as a basis for identifying their racial or ethnic background. Therefore, racial identity is an essential factor in any individual's life as it helps in forming a sense of belonging. Throughout history, linguists have conducted a great deal of research on Black English, which has come to be known as the African American Language (AAL). This is a language that is associated with an individual of African American descent in the United States (Reza, 2018). 
In the film The Hate U Give, Starr uses this language while with her family and friends.  This helps her in conforming to her African American part while she is with her family and friends to aide in communication. However, while at school, Starr uses the formal English language. She does this to avoid profiling as the 'black' student in school (Yohan, 2019). However, when she uses the AAL language around her friend in school, friend profiles her, and this leads to the end of their friendship (Reza, 2018). Therefore, language acts and racial identity share a strong connection.
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